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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


BOX PATENT APPLICATION 
Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Please amend the specification as follows: 
In the Claims: 


Please replace claim 7 with the following: 

7. A system for controlling a blasting network which includes a control unit and a 

^-^communication link for the network, the communication link being capable of being placed in a 

i r \ \ control mode and in an operational model and a monitoring device for monitoring the 

communication link for at least one previously designated unsafe message, wherein the 

communication link in its control mode pr^tferTta any detected unsafe message from being 

transmitted to the blasting network and mjis^perational mode permits any previously 

designated unsafe message to be transmitted to the blasting network, and wherein in both its 

control mode and its operational mode the communication link permits any message which has 

not been designated as unsafe to be transmitted via the communication link. 
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